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Mexico and Latin America

Chile
In recent years the crime rate in Chile significantly increased 
year on year, sometimes by more than 30%, until 2020. In that 
year, a temporary drop was experienced due to COVID-19 related 
lockdowns. However in 2021, Chile experienced a larger-than-
expected increase in crime after lockdowns eased.  

Violence relating to muggings, armed robberies, home 
invasions, and carjackings has intensified, particularly in affluent 
neighbourhoods and expatriate communities. A number of people 
have also been followed from Santiago International Airport, 
being accosted on arrival at their destination. This unexpectedly 
sharp rise in crime is thought to be related to economic hardships, 
exacerbated by COVID-19 lockdowns. 

Looking a little further afield to 
other countries similarly affected 
by lockdowns, we have identified 
an increase in virtual kidnappings, 
express kidnappings, and - to a lesser 
extent - kidnappings for ransom. All 
are relatively fast and reliable ways 
of monetary income. We anticipate 
that Chile, too, could experience 
an increase in virtual and express 
kidnappings.  
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Another alleged reason for the increase in violence is amplifying 
gang and drug trafficking activity in the country, which our sources 
have inferred is much worse than what is being reported. Chile has 
been accused of ‘whitewashing’ their crime rates – particularly 
regarding homicides – as their 2021 numbers have been described 
as ‘muddled’ and difficult to interpret.   

Chile’s new President, Gabriel Boric, took office in early March 
2022. He is former student leader, with a background of socialist 
ideologies. His victory was cause for concern, as socialist inclined 
leaders elected in other countries have been detrimental to their 
security environments. When Boric, however, unveiled his new 
cabinet, analysts were relieved to see a mix of progressives and 
technocrats. Including Mario Marcel – one of Chile’s most respected 
economists - who has been appointed as Minister of Finance. It’s 
decisions like these that have instilled a greater confidence and 
optimism in the new President, as socialist change may well be 
tempered with centrist economic policies. 
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Peru
The past ten years in Peru have seen a continuous rise in intentional 
homicides, and crime in general. After the sudden significant 20% 
increase from 2011 to 2012, crime statistics remained relatively 
consistent (1% - 6% a year). That was until 2019 when crime 
dramatically increased once again - this time by 13%. By 2021, 
carjackings, armed robberies, assaults, sexual assaults, and other 
violent crimes reached an all-time high in Lima and El Callao (a seaside 
city and region on the Pacific coast in the Lima metropolitan area). 

An average of 11 muggings an hour are reported, with petty street 
crimes quickly intensifying and becoming violent if victims resist. This 
crime is often quite brazen, occurring in broad daylight and in front 
witnesses. In 2021, Lima recorded approximately 600 murders. On the 
city’s outskirts, organised criminal groups set up roadblocks to stop and 
rob cars. In 2020, 23% of Lima’s residents were victim to some kind of 
crime (13% of which were at gunpoint). 

Neither locals nor foreign visitors are immune. According to a 
recent study, crime that specifically targets Lima’s affluent areas 
has risen over several years. Express kidnaps in Lima, Cusco, 
and Arequipa are relatively common. They usually take place 
at night, and involve the victim having to make  forced cash 
withdrawals from ATM’s. 

13%

Crime Levels 2019 Every hour in Peru

11
MUGGINGSINCREASE

2021 in Lima Highest in S. America

600
MURDERS

700
KIDNAPPINGS

Per annum
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Peru
According to the UNODC (the drug and crime fighting branch of the 
UN), Peru has one of the highest kidnapping rates in Latin America, 
with a reported 700 cases per annum. In fact, independent studies 
estimate that only 15% of cases are reported to authorities. Some 
high-net-worth kidnappings have adapted Colombian methods, 
coupled with tactics used by Peruvian terrorists - using military 
weapons, advanced logistics and intelligence, and with operating 
cells often not knowing each other. Like some other Latin American 
countries, active or former police officers occasionally become 
members of kidnapping gangs. 

Responding to this situation, the Peruvian Government issued a 
45-day State of Emergency in Lima and El Callao, effective February 
2nd 2022. Their aim is to collect weapons from the streets. The 
State of Emergency has given additional special power to the police 
and the army to dismantle gangs as well as organised criminal 
groups (such as drug and arms traffickers). The police and army 
are also allowed to carry out certain activities without warrants. 
These special powers are cause for concern as they open the door 
to potential abuse, with certain constitutional rights related to 
personal freedom now also being restricted (such as inviolability of 
homes and travelling). Whether the government revokes all these 
special powers once the State of Emergency is lifted remains to be 
seen, and we will be keeping a close eye on the situation. 

Outside of the capital city of Lima, the Loreto region along the 
border with Colombia continues to be cause for concern. Drug 
trafficking and collateral criminal activities are rampant. Combined 
with the poor infrastructure, the capabilities of Peruvian authorities 
are limited and the region is ripe for utter lawlessness.

As drugs are cultivated and processed In 
the Valley of the Apurimac, Ene and Mantaro 
(VRAEM) river basins area, drug traffickers and 
vestiges of the Shining Path terrorist group 
carry out isolated security incidents. Although 
terrorist activities are uncommon in Peru of 
late, it must be noted that some groups do still 
kidnap targeted individuals in the area.  



Europe, Middle East, Africa
EMEA

Global Insights Report
March 2022

Ukraine
All eyes remain firmly focused on the Ukraine, Russia, and Eastern 
Europe. Reports indicate that the fierce resistance by Ukrainian forces 
aidded by significant support from the western allies has taken Vladimir 
Putin and the Russian military by surprise.   

Recent reports have brought into question the quality of the training 
and weapons used by Russian forces as well as whether the number 
of combat-ready soldiers in their military are as highly trained as 
previously thought. Discussions  continue amongst many military 
analysts as to whether this is going to become a protracted war.  
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Ukraine
The invasion has created the largest refugee crisis in Europe since 
World War II.  Neighboring countries are attempting to absorb the 
refugees for what could be long-term – if not permanent relocations, 
as well as preparing their militaries to fortify their own eastern borders 
against the possibility of further advancement by Russian troops.

Add to this the fact that the restriction of Russian gas has resulted 
in dramatically increased fuel costs, exacerbating the associated 
depression in fledgling economies. All of these factors, along with 
simmering internal historical issues, creates a tenuous security 
situation for almost every country in Eastern Europe. 

It is unfortunate that during chaotic and 
economically depressing events such as these, 
criminal elements and activities thrive. There 
have already been reports of extortions, human 
trafficking and kidnappings of refugees entering 
other Eastern European countries, which we can 
only expect to continue as the flood of refugees 
continues. In addition, these countries can expect an 
increase in theft, robberies, carjackings, and overall 
violence as these are commonly reported in areas 
with influxes of refugees and economic depression.
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Somalia/Kenya
An al-Qaeda affiliate based in Somalia 
called Al-Shabaab (also known as the 
Harakat Shabaab Al Mujahideen - HSM) 
has been responsible for the increasing 
number of attacks in the region, 
impacting an already precarious security 
situation in East Africa. Although typically 
centered in Somalia, Al-Shabaab’s attacks 
have again pushed across the border 
into Kenya. In February alone, 65 attacks 
were reported – an average of more 
than two attacks per day, intelligence 
analysts have called this unexpected and 
dramatic increase ‘alarming.’ Using IEDs, 
guns, ambushes, and suicide bombers, 
the group has concentrated their attacks 
on military bases and commercial 
establishments frequented by Somalian 
military. Conversely, in Kenya (where 
attacks have occurred along the border 

provinces, including counties along the 
coast, as well as Lamu, Garissa, Wajir and 
Mandera) the group has targeted security 
patrols and construction company 
personnel.  

The risks for businesses and NGOs 
operating in the area are multilayered and 
complex. Firstly, those in the immediate 
affected areas in eastern Kenya and 
along the coast run the risk of becoming 
collateral. Secondly, Al-Shabaab has 
already carried out wide-ranging and 
deadly attacks in metro areas in Kenya. 
The group claimed responsibility for 
the 2013 attack at the Westgate Mall 
in Nairobi. Over 70 people were killed, 
while more than 200 were injured. The 
reason given for the Westgate attack was 
the Kenyan military activity in Somalia 

– exactly the same reason for the most 
recent violence in eastern Kenya. This 
is why expert regional analysts are 
concerned about attacks in the future, 
potentially in metro areas.  

Most notably, Al-Shabaab has a history 
of using kidnapping as a means of terror 
and revenue generation. In 2019 and 
2020, the group embarked on a rash of 
kidnappings in Kenya along the border 
and the coast, targeting both locals 
and non-locals, NGO workers, medics, 
teachers, security officers and tourists. 
Though these cases had dropped off in 
2021, the increase in violence and attacks 
by Al-Shabaab over the past couple of 
months have raised concerns that the 
group will soon return to kidnapping as a 
lucrative means to an end.   
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Cameroon
In late February 2022, five staff members of Doctors 
Without Borders (Médecins Sans Frontières [MSF]) were 
kidnapped from an MSF base in Fotokol, near the remote 
northern border area with neighboring Nigeria. The 
victims were reportedly from Chad and Senegal, with 
one French Ivorian. Two Cameroonian security guards 
were kidnapped as well. Although the identity of the 
kidnappers remains unknown (and MSF is not sharing 
any information about the event at this time), there have 
been a number of attacks targeting civilians by militant 
Islamist groups in the area.  
 
Boko Haram and the so-called Islamic State West 
Africa Province are the most common perpetrators 
of late. Boko Haram has ruled the area with violence 
and kidnappings since they launched an insurgency in 
Northeast Nigeria (and its bordering countries) years ago. 
Attacks and kidnappings are indiscriminate, including 
popular attractions visited by foreigners (such as 
restaurants, bars, markets, hotels, shopping centers and 
places of worship). 
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Cameroon
In addition – over the past six years – the predominately French-
speaking Cameroon has descended into violence. Anglophone 
separatists who want to form their own nation in the English-speaking 
Southwest and Northwest regions are clashing with the military. It is 
reported that since the conflict began, at least 4,000 people have been 
killed and more than 1 million people have been forced to flee from 
their homes. It is estimated that another 70,000 people have sought 
refuge in neighboring Nigeria. 

Kidnapping – already an issue in Cameroon – has risen dramatically 
over the past several years, particularly in these English-speaking 
regions. It has become commonplace for people to be kidnapped from 
their homes, workplaces, and even from the streets in broad daylight. 
Civil servants, politicians, businesspeople, religious and community 
leaders, humanitarian aid workers, teachers and students have all 
been victims. In fact, schools and other institutions representing the 
Cameroonian state have been repeatedly targeted for attacks and 
kidnappings, often for ransom. The most recent case was in January 
2022 when three teachers, the headmaster and deputy headmaster 
were kidnapped from a school in western Cameroon. Their fate 
remains unknown. 

At the time of compiling this report, there have been a few tepid 
attempts at peace talks between the Cameroonian government 
and separatists in attempts to quell the violence. Those talks were 
unsuccessful, and the kidnappings continue unabated; not only 
throughout the English-speaking Southwest and North West regions, 
but also in the far northern reaches of Cameroon where Islamic 
militancy roams through neighboring countries.  
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Yemen
Over the past six weeks, seven local 
and foreign nationals working with 
international organisations have been 
kidnapped in Yemen. In February 2022, 
five UN officials (four Yemenis and one 
foreign national) were abducted by 
members of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula (AQAP) in the southern 
province of Abyan. The UN reported that 
the officials were returning to the port 
city of Aden when they were abducted 
after having completed a field mission. 
Tribal leaders in the area have indicated 
that they were negotiating with the 
kidnappers to secure the victims’ release. 
It is reported that there has been a 
demand for a ransom, including the 

release of specified militants imprisoned 
by the internationally recognized official 
government. 

In another incident in March 2022, two 
doctors from Doctors Without Borders 
(Médecins Sans Frontières) – a German 
and a Mexican national – were kidnapped 
by armed gunmen in Hadramawt. 
Hadramawt is a large Yemeni province 
under the control of the internationally 
recognized official government.  It is 
believed that AQAP is responsible for 
these kidnappings as well, although there 
have not been any reports of negotiations 
at this time. Reports we have been made 
aware of indicate that the government is 

currently conducting military operations 
in attempts locate the kidnappers. 

Kidnappings are not uncommon in 
Yemen.  The non-profit group, Yemeni 
Abductees’ Mothers Association, 
documented 1,059 cases of kidnapping 
and 312 cases of enforced disappearance 
in 2019. NGO workers, foreign nationals 
and expatriates caught in the wrong place 
at the wrong time have all been victims. 
They are typically held for a demand of 
money and some sort of prisoner swap. 
However, the recent seven abductions 
occurring within weeks of each other, 
and all allegedly conducted by AQAP, are 
notable. 
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Yemen
AQAP operates in the southern and 
eastern regions of Yemen, which have 
been divided by a seven-year war 
between the Saudi-backed government 
based in the south, and the Iranian-
aligned Houthi movement in the north. 
The group is not aligned with either 
side, and their attacks and kidnappings 
are random and independent. A point 
worth noting is that AQAP has long been 
considered al-Qaeda’s most active and 
dangerous branch, having attempted to 
carry out attacks on the United States. 

In a separate but not-completely-
unrelated issue, the United States’ Biden 
administration revoked the ‘terrorist 
group’ label from Yemen’s Houthi rebels 
last February. It cited the potentially 
devastating effects that the designation 
would have on Yemeni civilians’ access to 
humanitarian aid. After the rebels carried 
out drone and missile attacks against the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) in January 
2022, the UAE requested that the US 
reinstate the designation of the Houthis as 
a terrorist organization.  Should the Biden 
administration agree to do so, we are 
likely to see the abysmal security situation 
in Yemen deteriorate even further, putting 
everyone there at greater risk.   



Europe, Middle East, Africa
EMEA

Global Insights Report
March 2022

Syria
In March 2022, the Armed Conflict 
Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) 
issued its ‘Year in Review’ for 2021.  
Perhaps unsurprisingly, Syria topped the 
list as the country with the highest level of 
overall violence and political violence in 
2021.  9,321 incidents of political violence 
were reported - a decrease of nearly 10% 
from 2020. Despite this decrease, Syria 
still led the world by a fairly large margin.  

Additionally, the ACLED reported 2,517 
occurrences where civilians were the 
direct targets of violence - an increase of 
11% from 2020 – resulting 1,628 fatalities. 
Again unsurprisingly, the most common 

perpetrator in these attacks was the 
Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces. 
 
One of the most disturbing set of statistics 
regards the threat of kidnappings, 
abductions and/or forced disappearances. 
Per the ACLED, Syria had 850 abductions/ 
disappearances in 2021, 70% of 
which were perpetrated by the Syrian 
Democratic Forces. 

These statistics don’t begin to describe 
the depth of the issue. According to 
the Syrian Network for Human Rights, 
from 2011 to 2021 at least 149,862 
individuals (including 4,931 children and 

9,271 women) have been detained or 
disappeared. Of these, 131,469 individuals 
were detained or disappeared through 
the actions of the Syrian regime, while a 
further 8,648 individuals were abducted 
by ISIS. 2,287 individuals are still detained 
or have disappeared at the hands of 
Hay’at Tahrir al Sham. The report goes 
further to reveal another 3,641 individuals 
who are documented as having been 
detained or have disappeared through the 
Armed Opposition/Syrian National Army, 
while 3,817 individuals are detained or 
have disappeared through the Kurdish-
led Syrian Democratic Forces.

9,321
Incidents of 
Political Violence 2021 

850
Abductions/
Dissappearances 2021

 149,862
 131,469

Individuals detained 
or disappeared in Syria 2011-2021

Abducted by
Syrian Regime

Abducted
by ISIS

Abducted by 
Syrian National Army

Abducted by Kurdish-led
Syrian Democratic Forces

8,648
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2,517
Direct  Civilian 
Targets

1,626
Fatalities
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Syria
While many of these kidnappings are political and retaliatory in nature, 
one of the regime’s many objectives is to punish the opposition. Kidnap 
for ransom has also thrived in the country’s chaos as a lucrative means 
of revenue income. For example, in February 2022 an 8-year old boy 
(some report him to be as young as 6 years old) was released following 
three months in captivity after his family reportedly paid a ransom of 
USD 139,000.  

What is clear is that all sides involved in the Syrian armed conflict are 
capitalizing on kidnappings and abductions as a means of retaliation 
and revenue. It is also clear that all perpetrators are unprejudiced in 
their choice of victim, as children, the elderly, mentally disabled, foreign 
nationals, and locals have all fallen prey. The intensity of violence, 
chaos, kidnappings and forced disappearances have only increased 
over recent years, and there is no indication this is expected to change 
anytime soon.  
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Pakistan
Pakistan’s second largest province, the Sindh Province, is home to 
violent extremism, terrorism, tribal feuds, nationalist and separatist 
movements, and crime. There is a very high risk of crime and 
kidnapping in interior Sindh.  

In Hyderabad there have been reports of increased criminality. 
Extremist organisations and sectarian militant groups are mostly active 
in the northern and central part of the province, often with religious 
minorities being their target. Terrorism in the province exists mainly 
in the capital city of Karachi. Tribal feuds within the Sindh Province are 
often connected to sectarian differences as well, and separatist groups 
are active but lack sufficient resources to conduct notable attacks.
Organised crime – particularly kidnap for ransom – is flourishing 
though recent statistics are showing some improvement in this area. 
It must be noted that kidnap for ransom poses the greatest security 
challenge in the rural areas. 

Small-scale banditry has been replaced by organised gangs over the 
last 20 years, many of these groups being 20 to 40 members strong. 
They operate out of many locations, including the Hyderabad districts. 
Over the past ten years Hyderabad City has become somewhat of a 
safe haven for criminals. Organised crime groups are often protected 
by landlords, tribal chiefs, and politicians in exchange for services 
such as revenge killings and voter intimidation. These gangs are also 
involved in kidnaps for ransom, selling kidnap victims to each other 
(with the ransom figure escalating at every exchange). Hindus are 
reportedly the most vulnerable to kidnapping in the province, most 
likely because they are often the most affluent members within the 
agricultural sector. Criminal organisations are also involved in armed 
robberies, extortion and smuggling of petrol and arms.
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Pakistan
Although the past eight years’ statistics 
show significant improvement in the 
crime rate in the Sindh Province, as well 
as in its capital Karachi (which moved 
from 6th place in 2014 to 91st place in 
2021 on a global crime index), these 
numbers should always be considered 
with caution. They do not necessarily 
represent particular crimes but rather a 
collection of criminal activities and are 
often influenced by political agendas. For 
example, authorities in Sindh praise the 
steady decline of intentional homicide 
(a general definition frequently used 
to group premeditated murder and 
domestic dispute-related homicide 
under the same category), but certain 
specialized crimes - such as kidnap for 
ransom - have certainly been on the rise 
over the past 4-5 years. 
 
The violence in the Sindh Province is 

mainly concentrated in Karachi and its 
surrounding areas, which are home to 
one-third of the province’s population. 
Armed robbery, snatching of cars, kidnap 
for ransom and murders are the main 
contributors to the deterioration of law-
and-order in Karachi. According to local 
media, 11,000 criminal incidents were 
reported in Karachi during the first 6 
weeks of 2022 alone. Worth noting is 
that targeted security improvements 
have been made by authorities in recent 
years to combat terrorism, particularly 
in Karachi. But despite these efforts, the 
latent threat of terrorist attack continues.

Criminal groups in the area often target 
local businesspeople and prominent 
families for extortions and kidnappings, 
specifically for profit or to finance 
operations. Families often negotiate and 
pay extortions and ransoms without 

police notification or involvement. In the 
past, American, British and other foreign 
employees have been kidnapping targets 
as they are perceived to be wealthier than 
locals.  

Tharparkar is the largest district in Sindh 
and has the largest Hindu population 
in Pakistan. It is also home to some of 
Pakistan’s most impoverished citizens. 
Many are sharecroppers who are 
tied to landowners in bonded labour 
arrangements as a result of a famine 
which struck the district several years 
ago. Perhaps surprising given this 
extreme level of poverty, the Tharparkar 
district is considered to be one of the 
most peaceful districts in Pakistan, with 
crime rates exponentially lower than 
those in Karachi or Hyderabad. 
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Cyber Security and Cyber Extortion 
Prior to its invasion of the Ukraine in late February 2022, Russia was 
already known as the nexus of cyber extortion - many high-profile 
ransomware groups are known to be Russian or Russian speaking. 
The BBC reported that in 2021, 74% of all money made through 
ransomware attacks went to Russia-linked hackers. Intelligence 
officials estimate that there are at least 20 Russian criminal gangs with 
hacking abilities unrivalled anywhere else in the world. 

Russia’s well-resourced intelligence services are also adept at hacking, 
and reportedly have close connections with cybercriminals. In light of 
these alleged ties, it is interesting to note that in January 2022 – at the 
request of the United States government – Russia’s FSB spy agency 
shut down and dismantled the notorious Russian-based ransomware 
group REvil. However, this significant move appears to have had little 
impact on incident levels.

In 2021 and early 2022, as a Russian invasion 
into the Ukraine began to look more plausible, 
cybersecurity analysts believed the invasion 
would begin with a large cyberattack to take 
down major sections of the Ukraine, including 
their electrical grid. While there were reports 
of an increase in attacks on Ukrainian websites 
in the months leading up to war, their impact 
was negligible. However, once the invasion 
began, hackers on both sides of the conflict 
launched attacks known as DDoS attacks to take 
government websites offline. 

74%
Ransomware Revenue Went
to Russian Linked Hackers
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Cyber Securityand Cyber Extortion 
It is interesting to note that the Russian invasion reportedly caused 
an internal war within the Russian-based ransomware group Conti. 
The group, responsible for many high-profile ransomware attacks 
worldwide, surprised many by expressing loyalty to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. Conti stated that it would use ‘all possible resources 
to strike back at the critical infrastructures of an enemy.’ According 
to cybersecurity analysts, the announcement caused immediate and 
extreme dissent within the group, as it has members and affiliates all 
over Russia as well as in Eastern Europe (presumably including the 
Ukraine). The long-term fallout from this internal division has yet to 
be known, with some analysts theorizing the group may splinter into 
fragmented cyber hacking groups.   

Meanwhile sustained large-scale cyberattacks that cybersecurity 
analysts predicted against the Ukraine have yet to materialize.  Various 
theories abound as to the reasons why. Some experts predict that 
Russia is waiting until later in the invasion to launch their large-scale 
cyberattacks as a final blow to the Ukrainian resistance. Others quietly 
wonder if Russian cyber abilities aren’t as strong as analysts previously 
believed them to be. 

The most likely reason behind the lack of large-scale cyberattacks is 
that cyberweapons can be difficult to target and control. Computer 
networks are interconnected worldwide, and a cyberattack aimed 
at Ukraine could well filter into its NATO neighbors, forcing a wider 
conflict that Russia would rather avoid. Additionally, an attack against 
the Ukrainian infrastructure would not only affect Ukrainians, but also 
impact Russians in the country.  

Similarly, the apprehension relating to those 
not located in the immediate region of Eastern 
Europe is that of collateral damage, where 
companies that are not intended targets still 
suffer significant consequences. A representative 
case study between Russia and the Ukraine 
resulted from the deployment of the malware 
NotPetya, reportedly by the Russian military 
intelligence service GRU to damage the 
Ukrainian financial system in June 2017. This 
was used as one of a long series of Russian 
cyberattacks against the Ukrainian government 
and infrastructure. But NotPetya quickly spread 
and affected major corporations worldwide. This 
is something the GRU certainly neither intended 
nor anticipated. A repeat of this consequential 
travesty is cause for concern for governments 
and corporations around the world.  

Cyber Security and 
Cyber Extortion 
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Piracy
The world of piracy has also been dominated by the Ukrainian invasion.  
Almost as soon as Russia began their land-based attack against 
the Ukraine on 24 February, attacks against vessels traversing and 
anchored in the Black Sea commenced as well. Unlike most acts of 
piracy around the world, these attacks were not for the purpose of a 
robbery or kidnapping crewmembers for ransom. According to the 
Office of Naval Intelligence’s Worldwide Threat to Shipping (WTS) 
Report, Ukrainian-flagged vessels are being intercepted and escorted 
to Russian custody, typically in the Russian-controlled waters off 
Crimea. Many ships sailing under other countries’ flags have been 
hit, some vessels being sunk and others damaged. Whether these 
vessels were purposefully targeted or were simply collateral damage is 
unknown. In one alarming incident, a Panamanian-flagged cargo ship 
was intercepted and used as a shield by the Russian military to enter a 
port in the Ukraine. The ship subsequently sank off the coast of Odessa, 
and to date there have been no reports as to the fate of the crew. 
NATO has issued a warning to any ships traversing the Black Sea at this 
time that they face a high risk of collateral damage. Ukrainian ports 
remain closed, stranding ships and sailors alike in an active war zone. 
According to the shipping tracker Windward Ltd, an estimated 3,500 
sailors have been stuck on some 200 ships at Ukrainian ports. The 
International Transport Workers’ Federation has declared the waters 
off Ukraine a ‘warlike area’ and has called for further protections for 
sailors. Advocacy groups for seafarers have advised that many stranded 
crews are running low on provisions and fuel.  

Unless NATO or the UN intervenes on their behalf, the stranded vessels 
and their crews are unlikely to be allowed to leave until the situation 
in the Ukraine has calmed. Shipping lanes throughout the Black Sea 
will remain closed, and the systemic causal domino effect – which has 
already begun – will continue with global shipping rates skyrocketing.  
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